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" I have no desire to die/5 he went on, " I want
to live for the cause, though I hope I am prepared
to die for it. But I need for myself, and my fellow-
workers, greater purity. Shocking cases of impurity
have come to my notice. I want more workers of
unassailable purity/'
Gandhi gave out that he would commence to fast
eight days later. As his previous fast had been for
eight days, and as after the expiration of that period,
doctors had announced his condition as " serious/3
the opinion was expressed that he would not survive
a fast of twenty-one days.
Gandhi himself, however, remained quite opti-
%mistic, declaring that older men than he had survived,
such an ordeal. He took the precaution of sending
a telegram to the Government in which he made
clear that his fast was projected for reasons wholly
unconnected with the Government, and solely con-
nected with the Untouchable movement, and "in
obedience to a peremptory call from within received
about midnight,"
He added ; "I have to take twenty*one days5
unconditional and irrevocable fast with water, soda
and salt/'
** The fast," he continued, " might be commenced
at once, but for my being a prisoner, and my anxiety
to enable the local authority to receive the necessary
instructions for arrangements during the fast, and to
avoid all possible embarrassment to the Government."
Actually, of course, he placed the Government in
a serious dilemma. The fast was admittedly non-
political, and it had three courses open to it. Gandhi